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“Erastus Snow, Apostle to the 
Scandinavians. Token of respect, in 
behalf of 50,000 members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-da 
Saints who have embraced the tru 
in Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, 
as the fruits of the Gospel door being 
opened in those countries in 1850-52, 
by our 1 and esteemed apostle, 
now. 

By the time the hour had arrived 
for opening the services, the main 
of the vast auditorium was well filled. 
The band played a solemn dirge pre- 
liminary to the opening of the ser- 


vices. 

On the stand were Apostles Lorenzo 
Snow, Franklin D. Richards, John 
ag Smith, H. J. Grant, and John 
W. Taylor; Patriarch John Smith ; 
Presidents Seymour B. Young and A. 
H. Cannon, of the Seventies ; Angus 
M. Cannon, of Salt Lake Stake ; and 
A. O. Smoot, of Utah Stake; and 
other prominent brethren. 

The congregation was called to 
order by Apostle Lorenzo Snow, and 
the choir sang : 

Mid scenes confusion and creature oom - 
How sweet to my soul is communion with 
Saints. 


Apostle Franklin D. Richards then 
offered the opening prayer. 

The choir sang : 

Who are these arrayed in white, 
Brighter than the noonday sun! 

Apostle Lorenzo Snow addressed 
the co tion. He read the 13th 
verse 14th chapter of Revela- 
tions : 
Walter Blessed ars — 

are Ww 

die in the Lord from yea, sai 
follow them. 
Me meet upon this occasion to show 
our respect for our de brother, 
and also for his family and friends. 
His demise was unex to most 
of the Saints, unlooked for and most 
unwelcome. We cannot say that 
Brother Erastus Snow is dead. The 
house in which he dwelt lies there in 
that casket; but he has only left it 
for a season. He is not dead. He 
lives—he lives more effectually than 
ever before. We feel to mourn be- 
cause we cannot see him, and asso- 
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ciate with him whom we have learned 
to love; and we feel that we now meet, 
in his departure, a heavy loss. 
this we are not deceived. We feel that 
of his great om gain y a long 
life of experience, — loss is his 
gain. ere he here he could say, 
fought a good fight, I have finished 
ought a ve fin 

my course, I have kept the faith.” 
This he could truthfally say ; and the 
blessings I have in the verse 
from John's Revelations will surely 
follow him. 

In the same chapter we are told that 
John saw an angel fly in the midst 
of heaven with the fulness of the 
Gospel, which we have received ; and 
through so doing we have received 
much wisdom and knowledge of things 
which astonish the world when we 
speak of them. We have learned that, 
in temples, we are able to form ties 
which are not dissolved at death, but 
which reach into eternity ; sacred ties 
which bind families together for time 
and eternity. Brother Erastus has 
formed these ties, and now he has 

ne to another world his works will 
ollow him. The labors he has * 
formed and the associations he 
established here, he will derive the 
benefit of in the sphere to which he 
has gone. The society of his wives 
and children he wi oy there. 
Well might a holy angel utter the 
words that were spoken to John the 
Revelator, and command them to be 
written, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord“ Those words are 
most important to be written for the 
guidance and comfort of the children 
of men. 

Our brother Erastus now rests from 
the arduous labors in which he spent 
the greater part of his life. He can 
now see that the promises made to 
him are secured to him, and that no 
power can — him of them. Hi 
wives and children will follow him, 
and the blessi that have been 
sealed upon him he will receive. 

There is an undefinable feeling on 
the present occasion. We have not 
the mourni 22 

8 ing the purity o 6 m- 
dtviduat of the beloved brother whose 
labors on earth are completed. He 
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has 
glory. Had he strayed from the path | I 


gone to be crowned with eternal 


of truth, then we might well have 
decorated these stands with that 
which represents grief. We feel that 
for the — being we have — with 
a great loss, yet it is a t glory to 
him. When his eyes fret saw this 
valley, dedicated to the Saints, he 
waved his hat and shouted “ Hallelu- 
jah! Hosannah!” I can imagine that 
when he passed the veil and saw 
Joseph and the others, he could shout 
hosannah with a thousandfold greater 


joy. 

1 cannot express my feelings on this 
occasion. I ask God to bless the 
family of Brother Erastus, that — 
may have strength to pass throug 
the fiery ordeal as successfully as he 
has done, that when they go to the 
spirit world their prospects may be as 
bright as his. ay God bless and 
prosper the Latter-day Saints in the 
work which He has assigned them. 

President A. O. Smoot, of the Utah 
Stake of Zion, was the next speaker. 
He said: I do not recollect when I 
have felt more lonesome than I have 
done since the announcement of the 
demise of Brother Erastus Snow. I 
formed his acquaintance before he was 
eighteen years old. I heard him 
speak in the Kirtland Temple when 
he was a boy. He was then filled 
with the Holy Ghost. My acquaint- 
ance has been close with him since 
then, and he was actuated throughout 
with the same Spirit. I have crossed 
the plains more than once with him; 
have known him as a legislator and 
in many capacities. In all his labors 
he was inspired by the Holy Ghost, 
and I have regarded him as one of the 
chiefest of the apostles—a safe coun- 
cilor in every position. There is no 
man whose society I have more 

y ones than that of Erastus 

now, and I know of none that have 
been more powerful in council—that 
commanded the attention which he 
did. We mourn his loss. When his 
death was announced to me I could 
not restrain my feelings, and said that 
we could not well s him, for he 


was a strong man ; few were stronger 
than he for the guidance of the Saints. 
Yet the Lord knows better than we, 
and has taken him. His health has | 
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not been of the best for some years. 
remember when his wife was on 
her deathbed, he bade her farewell, 
never expecting to see her in this life. 
He there said he had lived in the 
Church from boyhood, and had never 
failed to perform his duty, and if all 
his family had been prostrate, he 
would have gone to fulfil the mission 
to which he had been called. Ik all 
the elders of Israel could say as much, 
Zion would be stronger than she is 
to-day ; but we are prone to have 
excuses for failing to perform our 
duties. I have a testimony that God 
has accepted the labors of Brother 
Erastus, and he may be as useful to us 
where he is as he would be with us. 
He will be a power behind the veil, 
with the quorum he has gone to join. 
I expect thousands of the Saints feel 
as I do to-day. But I say, the Lord’s 
will be done, and may he raise up 
other faithful men to take his place. 
May peace rest on his family and all 
Israel, and may they emulate his ex- 
ample. 

Apostle John W. Taylor said: The 
night Brother Snow died, Brother 
John Henry Smith and I were in 
Gunnison. We had been to the tele- 
graph office, and failed to get any 
information of his condition. We 
returned, and [ was reading a book, 
when the Spirit of the Lord said to 
me—Brother Erastus is dead. I 
turned to Brother Smith and told 
him. When a man of courage was 
wanted to go to Northern Scandinavia, 
Brother Snow was called, and per- 
formed the great labor. He had fail- 
ings, but they were few. When a 
man who would stand by his post was 
wanted to go to Southern Utah, Eras- 
tus Snow was the man chosen. When, 
in more recent years, a man of wis- 
dom and experience was wanted in 
Mexico, he was selected. He has 
always been with the outposts. He 
is as good an example as there is to- 
day in the Church and Kingdom of 
God. The Lord knows him, and he 
has taught his children to follow him. 
May God grant that we may all be as 
successful as he has been. 

President Angus M. Cannon said: 
I do not know that I can control m 
feelings on the present occasion. 
have Brother Snow forty-five 


40 
years, and know his fidelity to the 
cause of truth. I do not know a wiser 
or more faithful man. He was a wise 
counselor, who would stand at his 
t regardless of consequences. We 
ve lost a mighty man in Israel, who 
will be a tower of strength in work- 
ing with Brother Joseph. May the 
ce of God be with him, and when 
fe is called forth by the — of 
God may we be worthy to meet him. 
May the peace of God attend his 
wives and children, that they may 
follow his example. May 
with us in our bereavement, and raise 
up — who will maintain the rule 
0 


Counselor Daniel H. Wells said: I 
feel that Israel has lost a great man 
in Brother Erastus Snow’s death. My 
first recollection of him was concern- 
ing a speech he made in Missouri in 
defence of his brethren. It was as 
capable a speech as was ever uttered 
by a lawyer, though he had never 
studied law. From his early youth he 
had been an earnest advocate of the 
Gospel. He went forth at the age of 
fifteen to preach the truth. He has 
filled his mission with credit to him- 
self and honour to God. A prince has 
fallen this day, but he has gone where 
he will still be useful, to labor with 
his brethren who bave gone before. 
May it be as well with us as it is with 
him. If it is, our meeting will be 
joyful. When we meet our friends on 
the other shore we will know them, 
and will preserve our identity in the 
other world, improved and glorifi 
as one of old said, into the likeness o 
Jesus Christ, who is our elder brother. 
If we are faithful to the end, we will 
inherit the mansions prepared ior the 
righteous. Jesus is ourgreat exemplar, 
and 1 * the way. How com- 
forting His words are to His faithful 
disciples. For Brother Snow we need 
not mourn ; we experience the loss. 
But bis example is not lost. May we 
emulate it. His words and life will be 
remem in Israel forever. May 
God bless those on whom the loss 
oo who are called to mourn, 

e feel the departure of friends, and 
tears give ease to a hundred hearts. 
We have N in the Gospel behind 
the veil. doeth all things well, 
and may He keep us in his holy keep- 
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ing as He has our brother, that we 
may receive an inheritance with 
righteous. 

Elder Andrew Jenson said: Since 
I was about four years of age I can 
remember the name of Erastus Snow. 

was born in the country where he 
introduced the Gospel, and closely 
connected with the name of the 
Prophet Joseph was that of Erastus 
Snow, who brought the Gospel to us. 
I first became acquainted with him 
in Copenhagen in 1873, when I was 
on my first mission. I labored under 
his direction in getting out certain 
books. I labored under him as a son 
loves a father, and my heart is too 
full for utterance. It was under his 
advice that I took hold anew of my 
labors. I met many who knew him 
on his first mission to Scandinavia, 
and all speak of him in terms of high 
respect. He came, a stranger to our 
language, but through the gift of 
tongues he acquired a knowledge of 
it in a remarkably short time. He 
was called there, and founded a more 
fruitful mission than any other now 
known. Not less than 45,000 souls 
have been baptised there, and 26,000 
or 27,000 have emigrated, most of 
them remuining true to the Gospel. 
This must have been gratifying to 
him. I believe I echo the sentiment 
of thousands of my countrymen in 
— words of praise of Brother 

now. We have lost a valiant man. 
May we remember the wise counsels 
and important instructions of this 
noble man of God. 

Apostle Franklin D. Richards said: 
I would rather be on the seat of the 
mourners than try to express my feel- 
ings to-day. I first saw Brother Eras- 
tus in 1839, when the Saints had been 
driven from Missouri. They were 
fiuding an asylum near Quincy, IIli- 
nois. Common humanity caused the 
people there to receive the Saints. At 
this — 0 became — — the 
people of Quincy to know something 
of “Mormonism.” Brother Erastus 
Snow was selected as the elder to de- 
liver a course of lectures in the court - 
house at Quincy, on the subject. 
There I first saw him, and wondered 
at hig-marvelous gift in explaining 


the tures. By his sound reason- 
— upon the minds of 
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the people that Spirit which rested 
on him, and they welcomed the Saints 
in the hour of need. Brother Erastus 
had shortly before, when arrested in 
Missouri, so ably defended himself 
that his talent was a marvel to the 
attorneys, and effected his discharge, 
and enabled him to be of t assist- 
ance to his brethren. 

It is forty years ago next February 
since Brother Erastus, with Brothers 
Lorenzo Snow, Charles C. Rich, and 
myself were ordained to the apostle- 
ship, in the Old Fort. Since then I 
have been with him a great deal. He 
had wonderful tenacity, and was a 
most capable man in a hard place— 
being sound and courageous. The 
Lord has been with him. I have 
always found in him an example 


worthy of imitation. I feel to endorse 
all the good that has been said of 
him. May God bless all his family, 
that they may become a mighty race. 
The children of Brother Erastus num- 
ber thirty-six, and his grand-children 
sixty-five—one hundred and one in 
all. I feel to prophesy in the name 
of the Lord that there shall be no 
end to his increase and dominion. 
May we be able to rejoice with him 
hereafter. He has been the twelfth 
apostle to depart since we left Nau- 
voo. Joseph has gone to the spirit 
world as a prophet, and they have 
gone as apostles, to carry on the great 
work there. May we live that our 
works may follow us as they will 
Brother Erastus Snow. | 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


GATHERING OF THE JEWS. 


THEIR CRUEL TREATMENT IN RUSSIA. 


The present murders, spoliations, 
and persecutions of the Jews in Rus- 
sia may be the 8 of the end 
of all their troubles, and the time may 
be at hand for which they have 80 
long fervently prayed and hoped. 

I believe that the seven times 

redicted by the prophet Daniel are 

rawing to a close, and that the 
“times of the gentiles” are very 
nearly fulfilled. The waters of the 
mystical Euphrates are drying up ra- 
pidly before our eyes, and now we 
ear of frightful persecutions of the 
chosen people in “holy” Russia, 
where more than two-thirds of them 

us, all of whic portend the 
end of this age, ee’ we dee told that 
immediately before the dispensation 
terminates, the chosen people will re- 
turn to their old heritage in a time of 
unexampled troubles. 

For some years back a yearning to 
return to Palestine has been mani- 
fested by the Jews, and as a conse- 
quence a steady influx of the people 
into the country has been taking 

lace. During the last ten years the 


* 


ewish population has doubled itself. 
gradually becoming a 


Jerusalem is 


centre of civilization and is assuming 
the appearance of a modera town. 
Villas are being erected in the neigh- 
bourhood of the city, and there are no 
less than five Jewish building societies 
in operation. The Russian persecu- 
tions have now given such an impetus 
to Hebrew immigration into Pales- 
tine — money is — * — required 
in order to re- people the land, espe- 
cially as the Sultan, who is 1 
minded and humane monarch, receives 
the Jews into his dominions with 
pleasure, and renders them whatever 


assistance he can. The Jews appre- 


ciate the kind treatment of the Sul- 
tan and 8 and they say 
that they find the Turks are more 
merciful to them than the members 
of the Greek Church. Such an influx 
of Hebrews has not been known since 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Ha- 
drian. 

Whether this awakening of the Jews 
and this intense longing desire of 
thousands of Jewish families in Russia 
and elsewhere to settle in the land of 
their forefathers, is the beginning of 
the foratold Jewish restoration, time 
only can tell. The final restoration of 
the Hebrews to their ancient heritage 
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will doubtless comes a period of 
several years, and will take place for 
the most as Daniel says, during 
atime of trouble such as never was 
since there was a nation.” 
Unfortunately this Jewish immi- 
gration has begun in bloodshed and 
SS and any observant person, 
ooking at the present state of the 
nations of the Enropean Continent, 
would not be surprised any morning 
to hear of war breaking out, the mag- 
nitude of which would not be sur- 
passed since there was a nation.“ 
We have conditions, then, at the 
resent time to remind us of the pre- 
ictions of the — even to the 
great maritime Power from the isles 
of the gentiles, rendering generous 
and willing assistance in money and 
* to the Jews. 
ut, besides all this, we are told 
that we ure approaching the time 
when the final restoration of the Jews 
should take place. 
The exact day or year is not stated 
in the Scriptures ; but we can gather 
from Daniel that this great event, un- 
a important to Jew and gen- 
e, would occur in the “time of the 
end“ The “time of the end” is or 
will be evidently the closing years of 
the “times of the gentiles,” or the 
time when Jerusalem will cease to be 
trodden down by the 1 Powers 
Although not expressly stated, it is 
strongly inferred in the Scriptures 
that the “times of the gentiles were 
to continue, in symbolic language, for 
“seven times,” or seven years, whose 
days are years, i. e., 2,520 years, accord- 
ing to the year-day interpretation. If 


we date this “seven times,” the latter. 


half of which period is often called 
“time, times, and the dividing of 
time,” from the reign of Nebu . 
nezzar, “ the golden head of the four- 
fold image,” we shall find that the 
“times of the gentiles” are drawing 
to a close. 

Many people believe that the final 
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fall of the gentile power, and conse- 
quently the end of this dispensation, 
will terminate with the end of the 
sixth thousandth year of the world, 
and that the beginning of the seventh 
thousandth year will usher in the 
millenium. The best chronology— 
that of Prof. Delitsz, of Leipsig, pub- 
lished in 1881—shows the 6,000 years 
to end in 1891. 

At the — time many wise and 
thoughtful people think they discern 
the clouds which portend the com- 
mencement of the storm gathering in 
the distant horizon, and the way in 
which nations will arrange themselves 
in order to work out unconsciously 
the will of Him who knows the end 
from the beginning. Wars, which 
may prove to be the precursors of a 
new condition, may break out ere 
long, for Europe is in a state of un- 
precedented ferment, and little better 
than an armed camp ; and, moreover, 
the Eastern question is still unsolved. 
It is thought by many strategists that 
Palestine will some day be the great 
battlefield of the nations. A military 
writer describes the country as “the 
gateway between the East and West, 
or rather as the Barbican which com- 
mands the two avenues of the Eu- 
phrates and Red Sea line of commu- 
nication.” 

In the conflict of nations in the 
“time of the end,” it is believed that 
Russia will take a prominent part, for 
although she ap to be in a very 
tottering condition at the present 
time, it is in Judea that her power 
will probably be broken. 

It is now largely believed that the 
Prophet Ezekiel, in speaking of 
the chief prince of Mesheca and Tubal, 
refers to the Czar of Russia and his 
dominions. The name and titles of 
the Northern King should be rendered 
“Gog of the land of Magog, Prince of 
Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.” 

Ep. Isaacsoy. 


UTAH NEWS. 
—0 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
At a meeting of the chief business men of Provo, on the evening of the 6th 


of June, an able effort was made to induce the Lewis Foundry Company of 
ittaburg to locate in Provo. The extra facilities offered will be shown up in 
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their best light, and the citizens will probably contribute several thousand 
dollars as a bonus. 

United States Minister to Siam, Jacob T. Child, in a letter to a Richmond 
(Missouri) paper, says :—“ I regretted to read of the death of Mr. Whitmer. 
He was one of the most peculiar men I have ever met, and even on his death- 
bed reiterated his life-long assertion to the truth of Mormonism. It was, 
indeed, strange.” 

The Union depot remains statu quo. All the building which has taken 
place in connection with it during the past few years being in the imagination 
of the hopeful citizens. As in Salt Lake, some of those who have been 
struggling for some time past to work upa real estate boom, have been forced 
to close up for want of buyers. 

A thorough test is to be made for artesian water on Provo Bench. A fish 
company, of Denver, have under way several ponds for the raising of fish, 
and purpose supplying them with artesian water. [Efforts have been made 
heretofore, but without success on account of inferior machinery. Now, 
however, one of the largest drilling machines made is to be put in position. 


The Deseret News gives the following account of the return and labors of 
Elder Wm. W late of the British Mission :—“ Elder Wm. Wood, of the 
Nineteenth Ward, returned from a mission to the States and Europe last 
evening. He left home October 14, 1885, and labored in Virginia about one 
year. From there he went to England, and laboured about six months in 
the London Conference. From there he was appoiated on a mission to 
Ireland, where he arrived May 10, 1887. With the exception of a short time 
spent in England, tracing * and visiting friends and relatives, the 
remainder of the period of his absence was spent in Ireland. The condition 
of the work in that land is liar. A marked spirit of inquiry is widely 
manifested, and the elders labouring there often have large congregations to 
address. ts are read with interest, and the people converse with the 
elders freely, and are very hospitable to them. But only a few make up their 
minds to be baptized. 


The Deseret Agricultural and —— Society was incorporated in 
the year 1856, by an Act of the Governor and Legislative Assembly. It is 
devoted to the promotion of the industrial arts and the development of the 
resources of the Territory of Utah. It has given fifteen exhibitions since its 
organization, and purposes giving another one early in the month of October 
of this year. Its president and board of directors are elected by the Legis- 
lative — , and have hitherto labored entirely without compensation 
for the advancement of the material interests of the Territory; and the 
present board are prepared and expect to continue to so labor in the future. 
At the close of each of the past exhibitions the expenses have so nearly 
equalled the receipts that no surplus has ever accumulated in the treasury 
and the society is, therefore, without funds. Nevertheless, it is goin ahead 
with its work, and will offer several thousand dollars in premiums for the best 
exhibits of home products of all kinds at the forthcoming fair. The Legis- 
lature, at its last session, appropriated * to be expended under the 
direction of the society in the erection of permanent exhibition buildings; 
but not a dollar of this money can or will be used to defray the expenses o 

any exhibition. It is to the “gate receipts” entirely, then, that the society 
must look for means to meet the expenses of its present undertaking. At 
the last fair, in 1881, very substantial assistance was rendered the society by 
various public spirited citizens in the offer and payment of 4 ey premiums 


for the best exhibits of stated articles, there having been no less than fifty of 


such special premiums awarded, and not less than $1,000 in value disbursed 
to the successful competitors. 


‘ 


424 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


4HE LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


— 


MONDAY, JULY 2, 1888. 


— — — 


A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 
CHAPTER vm. 
Hur were to Moses hen they held up his hands that Israel might 
+ 1 evidences are to a proposition. As 
wl ot ur sustained the hands of Mopes and Iersel prevailed, eo it often happens 
$ presumptive and collateral evidences 80 support a proposition that Truth is made 
evident and triumphant. 

It was my purpose to have concluded this subject as soon as I could place 
before 1 thé reader the strong, I may say rather, the positive and jnvulnerable 
testimony of the eleven special witnesses which I considered in the last 
chapter; but after proceeding so far, I am induced to go a step or two further 
and consider some of those minor evidences respecting the divine authenti- 
a city of thé Book of Mormon, as well as the direct testimonies we have already 
examined. I must say, however, that whgt is set down in phis and the qub- 
sequent chapters i ig by no means to be regarded as an exhaustiys discussion 
of the geveral points of evidence introduced. On the contrary, I have merely 
indicated the existence of such evidence rather than discussed it, my space 
me doi anything more. 

en as to the origin of the Book of Mormop. The gecgunt already 
sitet of of its origin, and the testimony in support of that account, is strength- 
7 — — no other rational theory for its existence 
eu be given. Every theory concocted to ) account for its existence other than 
45 17 ren by Joseph Smith gnd the special Witnesses of its divine authenti- 
1 reaks down when under examination. The theory was once advanced 
by sdme means an old manuscript written by one Solomon — 
Pry — the N of Sidney Algdon, and that he made certain modifi 
in It, Pu rit Joseph mith to the Hont as a prophet, and had him vablich this this 
as the Book of 
ig theory of the origin of the of Mormon was invented by one D. 
P. Hurlbut, an apostate who wrote & book against the Saints in 1836, entitled 
Mormonism Unveiled,“ published by E. . Howe of 
While collecting the material for that w Hurlbut abtained of 
had married again, the — 
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script story written by — former husband, entitled The Manuscript 
Found,“ promising to blish it as an expose of the Book of Mormon. But 
Hurlbut hever publi it, and assigned to Mrs. Davidson as a reason for 
its non-publication that it was found not to be what had been expected, and 
would not suit his purpose. Hurlbut never returned the manuscript, how- 
ever, to Mra. Davidson, and its fate remainad a mystery until recently. 
et a | the 2505 fabrication of Hurlbut has been very generally ac- 
true account of the origin of the Book of Mormon, and is 
— isto numerous magazines, books and encyclopcedias. And thus a 
book of such importance, the voice of an entire continent speaking from the 
dust of ages, bearing solemn and potent testimony for God and Christ, and 
proving the truthfulness and inspiration of the Jewish Scriptures, is lightly 
thrust aside as well by the learned as by the ignorant. Not because the 
learned have examined the theory set forth by Hurlbut and found it sub- 
stantial, but because Satan inclined their hearts to accept the faintest shadow 
of an excuse for rejecting that which God had revealed ; and that they have 
done without examining the evidences in favor of its divine authenticity, or 
stopping to consider whether or not the theory of Hurlbut as to its origin 
was worthy of credence. This evil-hearted generation reject this message 
from God’ blindly, and accept without examination and adopt without consi- 
deration the first idle fable that will furnish them with an excuse for reject- 
wil be thet N ew Witness for God. But in the presence of God hereafter, vain 
ir excuses, and great will be their condemnation for refusing to 
believe that which He has reyealed and surrounded by such a cloud of wit- 
. of its truthfulness. 
story theory of the origin of the Book of Mormon, however, 
Rin 15 ＋ 9 aside fore The Spaulding manuscript has been found, 
and is now in the doch A NN of "Oberlin College, Ohio; it has been published, 
ae & the Book of Mormon no similarity whatever exists, 
either i in 1 2 * pames, matter, style, phraseology or anything else. The 
manner of i its discovery i is, briefly, as follows: The printing establishment of 
Mr, Howe, who was the publisher of Hurlbut’s “ Mormonism Unveiled,” and 
of the pals Ohio, Z'’elegraph, was sold to Mr. L. L. Price, an anti- 
e editor, and for years State printer of Columbus, Ohio. Subsequently 
Rice moved to Honolulu, Sandwich Islands. In 1884 Jas. H. Fairchild, 
President of Oberlin College, visited Mr. Rice at Honolulu, and suggested 
that the latter might have among his numerous papers valuable anti-slavery 
docu ments, which he would willing to contribute to the rich collection 
D in the Oberlin College ibrary. In looking through his papers, in 
company with President Fairchild, he discovered an old, worn and faded 
manuscript of about 175 pages, bearing the following indorsement upon it: 


smi 1 N. of Solomon Spa „proved by Aaron Wright, Oliver 
Jok Miller and others. The ' testimonies of the i. gentlemen 


alow ft my ‘possession. (Signed) D. P. 


Mr. Rice had no recollection of how or when that manuscript came into 
hig possession, but unquestionably it must have fallen into his hands when 
the printing establishment of E. D. Howe, with all its books, etc., etc., passed 
into his posdession. Mr. Rice and President Fairchild at once concluded it 


— 
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was the long lost manuscript from which the Book of Mormon derived its 
origin, and at once set about comparing the two. The result of that investi- 
gation is thus given by President Fairchild in the New York Observer of 
Feb. 5, 1885: 

There seems no reason to doubt that this is the long lost Mr. Rice, 


myself and others compared it with the Book of Mormon and could detect 
no resemblance between the two, in general or detail. There seems to be no 


name nor incident common to the two. The solemn style of the Book of 


Mormon, in imitation of the English Scri does not a in the manu- 
script. The only resemblance 1 in the fant that both profess to set forth the 
history.of the lost tribes.* Some other explanation of the origin of the Book 
of Mormon must be found, if any explanation is required. 

The Rev. C. M. Hyde, of the North Pacific Missionary Institute, who has 
examined the manuscript and compared it with the Book of Mormon, contri- 
buted an article to the Boston Congregationalist on the subject, in which he 
gives a history of the attempts of Hurlbut to connect the manuscript with 
the Book of Mormon, and thus concludes: 

The story has not the —— resemblance in names, incidents or style to 
anything in the Book of Mormon. . . . . There is no attempt whatever 
to imitate Bible language, and introduce quotations from the Bible, as in the 

kof Mormon. ... . It is evident from an inspection of this manu- 
script, and from the above statements, that whoever wrote the Book of Mor- 
mon, Solomon Spaulding did not write it. 

I deem it unnecessary to pursue this subject further. The old Spaulding 
theory so often exploded in the writings of the Elders of the Church, is now 
buried out of sight by the finding of the Spaulding manuscript. The Deseret 
News obtained a copy of it from President Fairchild, and published it just 
as it is, with all its imperfections of orthography, grammar, etc., and even 
with the alterations and erasures of Mr. Spaulding printed in italics, and they 
who are curious enough may examine it for themselves. 

Equally absurd is the theory that Sidney Rigdon wrote the Book of Mor- 
mon. While Joseph Smith was engaged in translating it, Sidney Rigdon was 
associated with Mr. Alexander Campbell in founding the sects of Disciples, 
or Christians, or, as they are now called, the Campbellites. Nor did he 
know anything of either Joseph Smith or the Book of Mormon until P. P. 
Pratt, who was formerly a member of the same sect as himself, found him in 
Kirtland, Ohio, and presented him with a copy of it, and instructed him in 
the new faith—new faith? nay, the old faith, restored again to the 
This was in the summer of 1830. | : 

After the death of Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon was ambitious to lead the 
Church, but was rejected by the Saints and became disaffected towards 
them, and was excommunicated. If he was the author of the Book of Mor- 
mon, why did he not in the days of his bitterness towards the Church expose 
the imposition? Moreover, Sidney Rigdon was a man of high scholarly 
attainments and consummate eloquence—qualifications that would make 
him restive and unwilling to stand subordinate to an uncultured man like 


* Even in this President Fairchild is mistaken, for the Book of Mormon does not pro- 
feas to give the history of the lost tribes, but gives us to understand that the 
of America are the descendants, chiefly, of Joseph the Son of Jacob, and of Judah. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 427 


Joseph Smith in such a movement as the establishment of what the world 
calls “ Mormonism,” unless he saw in that youth the power of God mani- 
fested, and knew that he was appointed to his place by the voice of God. 

Again, his very scholarship is against the theory that he wrote the Book of 
Mormon. No man anxious to shine in the literary world would adopt the 
style of the Book of Mormon. No man whose mind had been moulded by 
the influences, and especially the religious influences of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, could produce such a book. And while I maintain that no educated 
mind of modern days would or could produce such a book as this history of 
the Nephites, I believe that all will agree on examining it, that it must have 
been equally or even far more beyond the power of Joseph Smith, reared as 
he was in the backwoods of the State of New York, unacquainted with the 
world or its history, to produce such a volume. The book is so complex in 
its construction, and yet so completely consistent throughout with the theory 
of its construction, that I believe all who make themselves familiar with it 
will say that Joseph Smith could not have written it. 

This last thought respecting the construction of the book brings me to a 
consideration of that subject more closely. The Book of Mormon for the 
most part, as I have already stated in a previous chapter“, is an abridgment 
from the larger plates of Nephi, and has a style that one would naturally 
expect to find in a work of that character—that is, the historical narrative 
condensed from the more voluminous records of Nephi, with occasional 
verbatim quotations from those larger records, and the whole mixed up with 
explanatory notes, observations, and even exhortations, prophecies, and 
warnings by Mormou—rather a complicated style, and one that Joseph Smith 
would have been totally incompetent to have adopted and consistently 
persevered in to the close of the volume. But as already observed, the first 
157 pages of the Book of Mormon is not an abridged record. It is a 
verbatim translation of the smaller plates of Nephi, that took the place of 
the first part of Mormon’s abridgment, in consequence of the changes which 
had been made in the MSS. that was stolen from Martin Harris, as already 
explained. Now this part of the book is distinct in its style of composi- 
tion from the abridgment of Mormon. Iu those 157 pages not a trace of 
those explanatory notes, observations, etc, so often seen in Mormon’s 
abridgment is found. The narratives, prophecies, descriptions, etc., as given 
by the respective original writers who engraved their words upon the 
smaller plates of Nephi run on unchecked by the hand of an abridger. And 
this distinction in the style of the two parts of the book is evidence of no 
small value in favor of the origin ascribed tu the book by Joseph Smith. 
True the point of evidence is incidental, and some may esteem it slight ; 
but those accustomed to literary criticism will place very high value upon 
it. To see it in its full force, suppose that the distinction of style did not 
exist, but the same complex style of Mormon’s abridgment had been found, 
too, in that part which it is claimed is not an abridgment, but a verbatim 
translation of the original records of Nephi—how fatal that fact would have 
been considered to the claims of the Book of Mormon! In proportion, then, 


* Ohapter vii. 


U 
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that the absence of that distinction of style would militate against the 
claims of the Book of Mormon, its existence should weigh in favor of 
the pretentions of the book. 

Another fact that will doubtless attract the attention of the reader of the 
Book of Mormon, and that will tend to impress upon him a conviction of 
its truth, is that it locates the chief centres of civilization in those parts of 
the American Continent where the subsequent researches of the American 
antiquarians prove them to have existed. Let it be borne in mind that at 
the time the Book of Mormon was published, but very little of the large 
amount of information now in circulation relative to ancient American 
civilization, and where its chief centres were located were not then in exist- 
ence; and that little which did exist never reached the hands of Joseph 
Smith in the Western wilds of the State of New York. Humboldt had not 
then published his Travels in America,” in which much of the information 
above alluded to is contained. Curthwood and Stephens had not then given 
to the world the result of their researches in Yucatan and other parts of the 
continent ; Nor was Lord Kingsborough’s elaborate work, The Antiquities 
of Mexico,” in existence. And the fact that the Book of Mormon locates 
the centres of Nephite civilization where scientific investigation now proves 
the civilization of the ancient Americans to have existed is presumptive 
evidence of no mean order in favor of its truthfulness. 

R. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—President John H. Kelson is released 
from presiding over the Newcastle Conference to return home. 

Elder Sylvester Bradford is appointed to succeed Elder Kelson as presi- 
dent of the Newcastle Conference. 


A company of Saints from the British Isles, left Liverpool per Guion 8.8. 
Wyoming, on Saturday, June 23rd, in charge of Elder H. E. Bowring. In- 
cluding the returning missionaries, there were 118 souls in all. By letter 
from Queenstown, we learn that the weather was pleasant; all were feeling 
well, and rejoicing in the prospect of speedily reaching the peaceful valleys 
of Utah. 

It is anticipated that a company from Scandinavia will leave here on July 
28th, and another from the British Mission on August 11th. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A general mourning for fourteen days for the late Emperor of Germany has been 
officially ordered, and is for the most part obeyed, bright colors having for the moment 
disappeared from the ladies’ costumes. The change is very apparent in all places of 
public assembly and at the opera. 

Non-attendance at church has engaged the attention of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland. The presbyteries and the parishes have reported on the 
extent of non-churchgoing and the causes. In 407 parishes there were 102,367 persons 
not connected with any church, and four-fifths of the returns assign intemperance as 
a main cause. Among other reasons why the churches have not their complement of 


— 
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worshippers, it is strange and surprising to find football assigned as contributory to 
absenteeiam.— British Churchman. 

The Figaro has discovered the following curious prediction concerning the late German 
Emperor in a brochure published during the war of 1870, entitled A New Letter of 
Junius,” the anonymous author being none other than M. Alexandre Dumas, jun. The 

e runs thus :—** And when Prince Fritz shall wish to resist the current, and shall 
say, But I, Lord, have always loved peace,’ the Lord shall answer him, saying, I have 
declared equally guilty those who do evil and those who permit it to be done in their 
sight. I had made thee handsome and good, not solely that thou mightest make repara- 
tion for the paternal crimes, but that thou mightest prevent them. Thy punishment 
shall be to die without having done good.’ ” 

English Seculärists should go to Japan and get wisdom. While they aro trying to 
crush religion out of the public elementary school, as the first step towards abolishing it 
from the life of the nation, the wisest heads in Japan are coming to the conclusioa that 
that country cannot get on satisfactorily without religion, and that of all religions 
Christianity is the best. The land of the Mikado has parted from its old, native, 
heathen ways, without having as yet definitely adopted any Western substitute, and a 
very interesting discussion is now being carried on by several eminent publicists” 
respecting the advisability of the adoption of the Christian religion by the Japanese 
nation. The grounds on which this step is advocated in some cases are exceedingly 
mundane—not to say mercenary.— Court Journal. 


The growth of Jewish population presents a problem to the Russian Government with 
which it cannot fail to cope. Already they number four millions, or one-twentieth of 
the population of European Russia. Before the century bas elapsed they will number 
five millions and a half. It will be impossible for the Czar or his advisers to ignore 
the claims of such a large body of his subjects, and the congestion of the Jewish 
population in the western provinces of Russia will call for some change. The whole 
difficulty is a remarkable instance of the way in which justice works itself out in 
history. By her own want of foresight Russia has produced the stress of population 
among her Jews, and is now confronted with the difficulties arising from this. Recent 
events have shown that she cannot cast off her own shoulders the burden of the diffi- 
culties that have been thus created.—Jewish Chronicle. 


Speaking the other day at a missionary meeting, the Rev. Dr. Post brought the 
meeting to a close with an eloquent speech, in which he said that Mohammedanism was 
the only religion that could at all range itself against Christianity. Buddhism and 
Brahminism were dying, but the Koran lived because it had got in it seme of the salt of 
the Old and New Testaments. The Anglo-Saxon race was at the head of Christianity, 
and the Arabic race at the head of Mohammedanism. Both were colonizing and con- 
quering peoples, and each had a great language spoken over vast continents. It would 
be a fight for life between them; Christianity must conquer Islam, or Islam with its 
hordes would sweep away our European civilization as it swept away the seats of 400 
bishoprics in Africa, which had never been restored. Who knew what fanatical forces 
might be stored up in Central Asia, to be let loose upon us some day like a devouring 
swarm of locusts? 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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S. S. Wisconsin, June 12, 1888. The day we left Queenstown, and 
President Geo. Teasdale. | the day following, the vessel rolled 
Dear Brother, — This morning at | considerably, causing much sickness 
4am, the pilot came on board at a but it did not last long. Take it all 
* of about 400 miles from New | through, we have had a fine voyage 
or. 


and been much blessed of the Lord, 
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who has beard and answered our pray- 
ers and blessed us in our administra- 
tions. We have great reason to re- 
joice and feel thankful to our hea- 
venly Father for all His goodness. 
The captain, purser and officers 
have been exceedingly kind to us and 
considerate to the sick. We held 
several meetings with the Saints, en- 
Bod influence of the Spirit 
hen we passed the doctor 
we had to show certificates of vac- 
cination. Some had none to show, so 
they had to be vaccinated on bourd. 
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We ha — . the Oa 
have thro Cus- 
tom House and Castle Gardens, Mr. 
Gibson was very kind, giving us all 
the information needed. We are very 
ateful and everything is satisfactory. 
o are made comfortable on the Old 
Dominion steamer, and are favored 
with fine weather. We all join in 
kind regards to all at “ 42.” 
— — and friend in the 
pel of peace, | 
C. R. Doktus. 


MINUTES OF THE NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


HELD IN THE TEMPERANCE LODGE ROOM, TENNANT STREET, STOCKTON-ON- 
TEES, SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 1888. 


ELD ERS nt from Utah: President 
George Teasdale, of the European 
Mission; John H. Kelson, President 
of, and J. W. Taylor, E. Marshall, E. 
Mortensen, L. Hunt, and S. Brad- 
ford, Traveling Elders in the New- 
castle Conference. 
10-30 a.m. 

After the usual opening exercises, 
President Kelson called for reports 
from the Branch Presidents. 

Stockton Branch was represented 
by Elder J. T. Robinson; Spenny- 
more by Elder 8. Smith; Newcastle 
by Elder J. W. Taylor; Hartlepool 

Elder John Jackson; and Pelton 
ell Branch by Elder J. Wakefield. 
The Elders named testified that the 
Saints were living their eee and 
endeavoring to make their calling and 
election sure, but some who had > 
fessed membership, and run well for 
a season, had lost all love for the priu- 
ciples of the Gospel, and returned to 

* ly elements of the world; 
whilst others were lost, having re- 
moved to parts unknown. The bre- 
thren, representing themselves and 
their own feelings, bore strong testi- 
monies, and joy and satis- 
faction in their labors in the Church 
of Christ, and desired to continue 
faithful unto the end. 

President Teasdale read the parable 
of the sower and its interpretation. 
He occupied the rest of the time in 


the morning, shewing that God has 


in restored to the earth the autho- 
rity to preach His doctrine and call 
the or to repentance. The preach- 
ing of His Gospel to-day is character- 
ized by the same results as when it 
was preached by Jesus Christ and the 
apostles. The ble of the sower is 
just as applicable now to the Elders 
and Saints of the Church of Christ as 
it was then; this was manifested by 
the reports given by the Branch Pre- 
sidents. Out of the four different 
effects, delineated in the parable of 
the sowing of the seed, only one 
brought forth fruit, und that one with 
varied results. So it is with the Lat- 
ter-day Saints to-day. Spoke of the 
necessity for obeying the doctrine of 
the Father, to obtain the knowledge 
of God; for tu know God and Jesus 
Christ is eternal life. This knowledge 
could only be obtained by revelation. 
At the coming of Jesus Christ those 
who knew not God, who had not 
obeyed the —— we preach, would 
be punished with everlasting banish- 
ment from the presence of the Lord. 
If we wish to escape that calamity, 
we must live our religion and keep 
the commandments of God, so thut 
we may bring forth much fruit and be 
in His —. — 

inging. nediction by er 
Marshall. 


2 
Singing. Prayer by Elder Brad. 
ford. Singing. 


1 
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Elders E. Mortensen and L. Hunt 
administered the Sacrament. _ 

Elder Marshall said he was more 
satisfied with the Gospel to-day than 
he had ever been; had failed to find 
anything satisfactory in other reli- 
gions. not received a college 
education to preach the Gospel, but 
could bear a faithful testimony to its 
truth. He was not a hireling, paid to 

reach, but expected his reward from 
God in whose service he was. 

Elder S. Bradford remarked that 
the people are slow to receive the 
Gospel we teach or to believe the tes- 
timony of the Elders; but he could 
assure them that it is the truth and 
will save all who embrace it and en- 
dure — He 
upon the different degrees of glory, 
— that God was just as well as 
merciful, and that all men will be re- 
warded according to their works. 

Elder L. Hant knew the Gospel of 
the kingdom had been restored to 
earth, and that was the reason he had 
left his * Sey called upon, to 

reach the pel If he had not 

own this Gospel was true he would 

not have made the sacrifice. He ex- 
horted the Saints to diligence. 

Elder E. Mortensen felt great plea- 
sure in trying to spread the truths of 
the Gos He had a testimony of 
its truth. Quoted Rev. xiv, 6, show- 
ing the Gospel was to be restored b 
an holy angel, and testified that the 
angel had come. The Gospel with all 
its gifts and blessings is now enjoyed 
by men according to their faith, for 
the priesthood of the Son of God has 
again been conferred upon man to 
enable him to officiate in the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, so that all men 
may know for themselves these things 
are true, by rendering obedience unto 
the Gospel and thus obtaining a know- 
ledge from God. 

ident Kelson addressed the 
meeting, alluding to the importance 
the testimonies that had been borne. 
Asked the con ion if they did 
not think it wisdom on their part to 
investigate the claims of Joseph Smith 
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as a servant of God, and compare the 
principles advocated with those left 
on record in the Bible for our benefit 
and instruction. Spoke of the orga- 
nization of the Church in 1830, and 
its wonderful advancement in the 
midst of the cruelest persecution and 
misrepresentations. 

Elder J. W. Taylor bore an earnest 
testimony to the truth of what the 
world calls “ Mormunism.” Referred 
to his own history —gave a very inter- 
esting defense of the Gospel, and the 
reasons why he had embraced it. Re- 
futed some of the false accusations 
popularly believed in by those who 
prefer error to truth. 

President Teasdale said no greater 
calamity could come upon a people 
than to reject a message from God; 
referring to the past experience of 
nations as evidence thereof. He then 

resented the authorities of the 
hurch, who were unanimously sus- 
tained. 

President John H. Kelson was re- 
leased from his labors, to return home 
to his family and friends in Zion, and 
Elder S. Bradford was appointed as 
his successor in the presidency of the 
Newcastle Conference. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder S. 
Smith. 


6 p.m. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder J. H. 
Kelson. Singing. 

President Teasdale occupied the 
evening, speaking upon the atone- 
ment, and the advantages of obeying 
the pel. God teaches nothing but 
what is essential. All His command- 
ment are necessary for our present 
and future welfare. Gave some valu- 
able counsel und instructions to the 
Saints. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder L. 
Hunt. 

The Conference was very enjoyable, 
and an excellent spirit prev 
Many of the Saints traveled a lo 
| distance to be present and were we 


repaid. 
Smita, Clerk. 


If we would preserve our mental efficiency amid the changing pressure of er-. 
cumstances, we must by occasional recreation withdraw the mind from too continuous 


application. 
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